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Rejection of the e-ID_1.0 at the ballot (2021)



Six motions for a trustworthy, state-issued e-ID_2.0



e-ID_2.0 is a total turnaround

• e-ID_2.0 is an electronic identity

• e-ID_2.0 is issued by the federal government

• e-ID_2.0 is based on privacy-by-design and privacy-by-default



Federal government has still homework to do

• Ensure no over-identification takes place

• Keep the promise of open source

• Keep the promise to issue the e-ID also to third-party wallets

Overall, the opportunities of e-ID_2.0 outweigh its risks



Swiss e-ID and trust 

infrastructure



Kaffee-Pause

20 Minuten

The e-ID is the digital form of my ID card



The e-ID is voluntary



No more interruption in data flows



With the e-ID, I control 

who I share my data with
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swiyu, the state's trust infrastructure



Technology stack

• Issuer and Verifier Identification Method – did:webvh

• Verifiable Credentials – SD-JWT VC

• Signature Scheme – ECDSA

• Credential Exchange Protocols – OIDC4VCI/OID4VP

• e-ID bound to hardware (Crypto Processor)

• Credential Revocation – Token Status List

• Trust Protocol – proprietary

• Appearance of Credentials – OCA

• Unlinkability – Batch-Issuance with a dedicated Renewal Key



Team of 120 people, budget CHF 180 million



Try out swiyu and Beta-ID yourself



Referendum vote 

on e-ID_2.0

September 28, 

2025



Beyond the

e-ID



The e-ID is just the Starting Point

• On path to collectively build a trust fabric for the internet to satisfy our needs for digital 

control & assurance in an increasingly machine-augmented world.

• Sustainably Aligned with:

• Civic and Cultural Values 

• Sustained high expectations towards individual’s Privacy and Control 

• Enhanced Economic and Legal Flexibility in national and international contexts

Empowering Connections

Seamlessly link people, organizations, 

and machines while strengthening 

sovereignty and self-determination.

Designed for Switzerland: 

Flexible architecture that 

effectively models the Swiss 

decentralized federal system.

Secure, Simple, Sustainable: 

Built for strong security, user-

friendly experiences, and 

efficient long-term management.



Various Ambition Levels have been Articulated

Ambition Level 1: 

state-issued e-ID

Legal digital identity for 

individuals, anchored in 

public authority.

Trusted digital proofs for 

official documents and 

attributes (residency, 

licenses, etc.)

Interoperable, multi-sector 

network for reusable, 

authentic data.

Ambition Level 2: 

Other Government-

issued verifiable 

credentials

Ambition Level 3: 

Open VC Ecosystem

28. September 2025



Kaffee-Pause

20 Minuten

Ambition Level 2: The mobile driver’s licence in swiyu



Kaffee-Pause

20 Minuten

Ambition Level 3: A Verifiable Phone Number in swiyu



e-ID and Ecosystem - Both equally important

• State-issued e-ID underpinned by law and key principles that avoid nation-

state or business overreach through technical and human trust.

• Trust Infrastructure enables an Open Ecosystem to increasingly Exchange 

Authentic Data. 

State-issued

e-ID

Open Digital 

Trust Ecosystem



Openess - Aligned with Swiss Pragmatism 

• Actor Participation Nationally & Internationally

• Codebase & Artefacts for Re-Use (Roll your own)

• 3rd party wallets (holder binding ensured)

• Flex on Sectoral Governance for Innovation

• Any lawful Business Models and Innovations

→ Allowing to model most complex, multi-issuer/verifier data flows and user 

experiences requiring sectoral- or use-case specific governance.



Enabling Systematic Change for Ecosystem Actors

User-Centric 

Service- and 

Data Flows

Boost 

Assurance in 

Automation

Tackle Fraud  

& Manage 

Compliance 

Effectively

More Control, less friction, 

simplified user experience 

and better digital inclusion 

of SMEs

Address fraud 

systematically, reduce 

overhead and streamline 

regulatory adherence

Enable higher-quality 

insights to action, 

automation, and trustworthy 

digital transformation



Community and Federal government has still 

homework to do

• Launch a political process for a flexible, interoperable and persistent Org e-ID 

to enable B2B with linked representatives and other org credentials.

• Ensure inclusive, formal governance for swiyu evolution to protect private 

sector adoption and investment.

• Intensify collaboration with key enablers to anchor trust infrastructure in real-

world value.



The Swiss e-ID and trust infrastructure

swiyu

Thank You!



Contact

Rolf Rauschenbach, Ph.D.

Deputy Head of e-ID Unit

Information Officer e-ID

Federal Department of Justice and Police 

FDJP

Federal Office of Justice FOJ

Bundesrain 20, 3003 Berne

+41 58 463 31 20

rolf.rauschenbach@bj.admin.ch

LinkedIn

General information

https://www.eid.admin.ch

Legislation

www.bj.admin.ch

https://www.parlament.ch

Discussions-platform

www.github.com

Subscription to the newsletter

https://www.eid.admin.ch

mailto:rolf.rauschenbach@bj.admin.ch
https://www.eid.admin.ch/en
http://www.bj.admin.ch/
https://www.parlament.ch/en/ratsbetrieb/suche-curia-vista/geschaeft?AffairId=20230073
http://www.github.com/
https://www.eid.admin.ch/en/why-do-we-need-participation
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